
Pardeep Singh Gundara  

 

Mr. Pardeep Gundara was a champion and defender of human rights in Alberta. He was a 
remarkable man.  

Pardeep was the embodiment of compassion, care, and respect. This, along with his international 
perspective, knowledge of diverse groups, and ability to speak seven languages, allowed him to 
reach out to and support Alberta’s diverse community.   

Pardeep was strongly dedicated to, and had a passion for, human rights. Born in Kenya, he went 
to the United States of America as a young man, earning his Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree from 
Nasson College after studying at the prestigious Bowdoin College in Maine, and his Master of 
Arts (MA) from Niagara University in New York. While living in the United States, Pardeep had 
an inspirational involvement in the civil rights movement by taking part in Martin Luther King 
Junior’s famous March on Washington. 

Pardeep began his service with the Alberta Government in September 1978. Working for the 
public service for 33 years, he started as a Corrections Officer and shortly thereafter accepted a 
position as a Human Rights Officer, ultimately becoming the Director of the Southern Regional 
Office.  

His commitment to the most vulnerable in our society, including Albertans with disabilities, 
Aboriginal people, and many others, served as a model for all staff at the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission, as well as the countless other people who came to the Commission seeking help. 
He exemplified the principles of human rights in his daily life and his dedication to human rights 
in Alberta was an inspiration to all.  

In honour of Pardeep and his many contributions to human rights in Alberta, the Alberta Award 
for the Study of Canadian Human Rights and Multiculturalism master’s level award has been 
named the “Pardeep Singh Gundara Memorial Scholarship.”  

For more information on the scholarship, visit the alis website.  
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http://alis.alberta.ca/ps/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=876

